
Hi Simon, Can you 
tell us what you have 
been up to these past 
couple of months?                 
Like a lot of people, 
the past few months 
have been full of many 
highs and lows. As a 
freelancer, I am      
always juggling many 

balls and going from job to job. This time has allowed me to 
take a breather and reflect. It is no surprise I have                  
succumbed to the lockdown survival activities: I have learnt 
how to bake bread, I am growing my own vegetables on my 
balcony and have allowed my wife to cut my hair! (a big    
success I may add).  

What have you missed most during the lockdown?  Apart 
from missing family and friends (and my barber), I have 
missed the work I do. I have a huge passion for working with 
young people, I have missed working with the Half Moon 
team every week to bring Youth Theatre sessions, and a 
variety of creative learning projects, to lots of incredible 
young people.  

You have been delivering some of our online sessions, can 
you tell us how you have found them? Delivering the     
sessions online has been a great experience but a delivery 
style I had to get my head around very quickly. It has been 
great to see all the young people I work with, even if it is just 
through a computer screen. There have been lots of          
incredible moments from pure playfulness and creativity to 
times of laughter and silliness. I have been really impressed 
with how they have all taken to doing drama online, their 
imaginations, creativity and storytelling have really           

impressed me every week. It will never beat having them all together in the theatre 
space but it has been a great alternative during these tricky times.   

What are you most looking forward to when life gets back to 
‘normal?’ I can’t wait to be back in the theatre space, together with the 
brilliant support tutors and access workers, working with our young    
people to create theatre. I believe we will all have interesting and unique 
stories of lockdown to tell and Youth Theatre will be the safe place to tell 
these stories together.  

DATES 

Autumn 2020 
First Session 

Tuesday 22 September  
    (Eclipse and Lunar) 
Wednesday 23 September 
   (Equinox, Solar and Orbit) 
Saturday 26 Septmber 
   (Comets, Sunbeams and                      
Moonbeams) 
 

Half Term (No session) 
Tuesday 26 October 
   (Eclipse and Lunar) 
Wednesday 27 October 
   (Equinox, Solar and Orbit) 
Saturday 31 October  
    (Comets, Sunbeams and 
Moonbeams) 
 

Last Session/Sharing 
Tuesday 1 December 
    (Eclipse and Lunar) 
Wednesday 2 December 
   (Equinox, Solar and Orbit) 
Saturday 5 December 
    (Comets, Sunbeams and 
Moonbeams) 

Each term, we celebrate the positive contributions of two people from each Youth         
Theatre, as voted for by members of each group. We also give two Jack Petchey    
Achievement Awards each term: this term those are to members of Lunar and Orbit.  
This term we are celebrating: 
 

Eclipse Bhakti - For working hard in the sessions and having brilliant focus.      

  Gracie - For being nice and friendly to everyone. 
 

Equinox  Jack - For being funny while playing games and always trying his best. 

  Isaac - For being friendly, funny and helpful throughout the sessions. 
 

Lunar   Aurora (Jack Petchey Achievement Award) - For always taking part in 

                                               everything and always being friendly to others.  

  Nehan - For participating more this term and improving attendance.  

Orbit  Alex (Jack Petchey Achievement Award) - For his commitment in sessions 

                      during this difficult time, making people laugh and having a good  

         spirit.   

  Sonny B  - For being very friendly and looking out for other members of the 

          group.  
     

Solar  Nicolas - For being great to talk to, good acting and teamwork.   

  Dami - For always taking  part and being really friendly.   

 

We delivered our Youth Theatre Forum online this term. A big thank you to our Youth    

Theatre members who were voted by their peers to represent them and for attending via 

Zoom to give feedback and help us plan for the future based on  Youth Theatre members’ 

ideas (top row right—Younes, middle row from left– Eliza, Isabelle, Denis, Kezia, bottom 

row from left– Maria, Matis and Sophie). Nice work! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Celebrating Achievement A Hello From Youth Theatre Lead, Simon! 
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THANK YOU 

We would like to thank you all for your support.  

We are also extremely grateful to the following supporters who have 

helped fund our Youth Theatres this year: 

 

BBC Children in Need 

The Boris Karloff Charitable Foundation 

Co-op Local Community Fund 

The Derek Shuttleworth Educational Trust 

Garfield Weston Foundation 

Jack Petchey Foundation 

Schroder Charity Trust 

and the many individuals who have made donations 

 

We need to raise funds each year to keep our Youth Theatre groups affordable to all. 
If you can help by setting up a standing order or making a one-off donation when 
paying your fees, that would be truly appreciated. Equally, if you know a company or 
individual who might be interested in helping fund our work, please do let us know. 

Who to contact:   

 Beccy   Head of Creative Learning  

 Sam  Theatre and Programmes Administrator 

 Phone: 020 7265 8138  

 E-mail: beccy@halfmoon.org.uk  

   sam@halfmoon.org.uk  

 

Since March, we have had to do things a little differently at Half Moon. We 

launched Half Moon at Home in April, an online platform offering families access 

to some of our content online. Part of this is Half Moon Live. We have streamed 

11 family friendly theatre shows during the lockdown; over 12,700 people have 

viewed these shows and counting! A selection of these are still available to 

watch until Sunday 19 July. There is also access to backstage interviews,         

production photos and information about how the shows were created.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alongside our online shows, we celebrated National Poetry Month in April with a 

series of poems by our spoken word artists. From 29 June to 19 July we are also 

celebrating Children’s Art Week with three online exhibitions from our archive 

that connect with three different themes including the Natural World,            

Generations and Creative Writing.  

 

From the start of the Summer Term, every Tuesday and Wednesday we have 

offered free online creative sessions for members of our Eclipse, Equinox, Lunar, 

Orbit and Solar Youth Theatre groups. We were able to deliver 77 sessions since 

the start of lockdown, thank you to everyone who attended and we hope you 

had as much fun as we did!  

 

As a registered charity, we are especially grateful for any donations to Half 

Moon at this time so that in the future we will be able to continue offering 

young people vital access to the arts that may not otherwise exist. If you are 

able to donate you can do so here.  

Box office: 020 7709 8900 

www.halfmoon.org.uk 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-web/charity?charityId=1013402

